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IN THIS ISSUE�
WELCOME to our Autumn

newsletter for families, governors

and stakeholders to find out all

about what has been happening

over the past term here at Spring

Brook Lower! We would like to take

this opportunity to wish all of our

pupils, staff and families all the

very best for Christmas. 
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INTERACT WITH US!
You can keep up with what we’re doing here at Spring Brook Lower via our

Facebook page and through our weekly blogs. The New Bridge Group Twitter

and Facebook pages also provide regular updates from across the New Bridge

family. We love to see your feedback and comments and look forward to

sharing our activities and adventures with you!



Head of site
I seem to be saying that time is flying by more frequently, (maybe

it’s my age!), but wow – how is it nearly Christmas already?

In many ways, it has been a challenging term.  We have had more

children than ever before, including 15 who were new to school.

Combined with some staff illness, this has resulted in lots of new faces

for the children, which isn’t always something they find easy.   The

needs of our children are changing too and it is important that our

offer remains up to date with the difficulties that your children face.  

To ensure that this happens, we have lots of exciting developments

going on in the background.  We have been working closely with the

speech and language team to arrange specialist training for our staff.

This is so important as it’s something outlined in many of their

EHCPs, but current waiting lists are over 2 years long!  We don’t

want your children to wait that long for something that is vital to

them – they deserve better – so we are taking steps to be able to

identify need earlier and put the relevant interventions in place.  We

have also welcomed this term Mrs Dunsdon, who is supporting us

from another one of the MAT’s schools, Samuel Laycock, for a

couple of days each week.  She has a wealth of experience in both

teaching children with Autism and also developed the Early Years

classes at Hollinwood Academy so we look forward to learning lots

from her to make our provision even better. 

As well as welcoming new staff in September, we also said goodbye

to Miss Wright who left to go on maternity leave.  She welcomed

the most beautiful little girl into the world, Daisy, and mum and

daughter are doing well.  

We have a busy couple of weeks to end the year with which will see

us hosting our first Christmas show in a few years.  We also have

our Christmas Lunch booked in for Thursday 15th December, where

children are welcome to wear their favourite Christmas

Jumpers/Tops.  And then to end our

year with a bang, (Oh no we’re not…

..!), we are heading off to the

pantomime on the final morning, Friday

16th December.   

We are back in school on Tuesday 3rd

January but can I take this opportunity

to wish you all a wonderful Christmas

and a Happy New Year.

Toni Thomason



Message from the 
Executive Head 
To everyone in the Spring Brook and Springboard Project

communities, can I start by wishing you all a very Merry Christmas

and all the best for the new year.

It has been a whirlwind of a first term, with lots of change across

our schools and settings.

Change can be daunting, but I am so proud of how well our pupils,

staff teams and families have adapted to new faces and new

routines. You have all done yourselves proud, and it is a privilege

to be a part of your teams. 

It only seems like five minutes ago that we were starting the

academic year back in September, and we’re already preparing for

a two week break to spend some time with family and friends.

This will be a well deserved rest for all of us, but I know that for lots

of people out there, this Christmas is likely to be the most challenging

in recent memory, due to the ongoing ‘cost of living’ crisis. 

Wherever necessary, please reach out to the pastoral teams at our

schools if you are struggling. They will be able to signpost you to

various channels of support. 

New Bridge is a large organisation, but our values are very much

like those of a tight knit family, in that we look out for each other.

Please don’t suffer in silence.

When we come back in January, I know that we’ll hit the ground

running across all three of the sites I am Executive Head for. I am

really excited about the challenges ahead, and know that we’ll face

them together, head on, with the best interests of the young people

we teach, nurture and care for, at the centre of everything we do. 

I hope you manage to spend some quality

time with the people you love this Christmas.

To our pupils, young people, staff, families,

governors and other stakeholders, Merry

Christmas.

Jenny Dunne

Executive Head



MESSAGE FROM the GOVERNORS

Hello, everyone...

It’s amazing how time flies, we are now in December and Christmas is around the

corner.

Everyone is getting into the spirit, decorating classrooms, making crafts and hosting

fairs.

I would like to welcome Jenny Dunne, our new executive Head of Spring Brook, who

is making many changes within the schools.

Also, Andrew Jones, our new Head of Site at Upper School.

The staff have all pulled together and even volunteered time so the children could

still take part in school football, and have ensured they have had opportunities to

continue education visits along with a bespoke vocational curriculum for the year 9s.

This has been done by a brilliant team, well done to all.

Not forgetting Spring Brook Lower with Toni, Head of Site and her team, who work

tirelessly with our young people.

On the 7th of December, children took part in the Christmas concert.

The feedback l have received from parents was fantastic, saying it was the best

concert Spring Brook has ever done, and this is all down to the fabulous staff that

made it happen, so a big thank you and well done!

Finally, this year has been hard for staff having to work harder due to sickness leading

to staff shortages and it has definitely been challenging at time, but we have a team

of staff that pull together, so well done to every one of you.

To close, I would like to wish all staff, children and parents a very Merry Christmas

and a happy new year.

Keep Safe 

Kind regards 

Val and all the governors 



At Spring Brook Lower, we’ve seen

plenty of examples of how working

together can really make a difference.

Well done and keep up the good work!

It is a bit of a cheesy saying, but it

really is true – teamwork certainly

does make the dream work.

Spring Brook Lower – 
Working Together

I’m so proud of our Spring Brook

Lower family, including our coming

together to mark Rememberance Day.



Fantastic 
Gymnastic 
Mr Smith has started delivering gymnastics lessons, and we’ve had rolls of all kinds

happening during these sessions. Of course, the emphasis has been on performing

these rolls safely, and I’m pleased to hear just how seriously our pupils took their

responsibility to keeping themselves and their friends safe. Class 3, showing us how

it is done.



Class 4 have made

some amazing steps in

overcoming their fears.

Where else to start

than with Mia, who

went for a swim after

weeks of building up to

it. Mr T had to go in

with her, because a

promise is a promise!

Also, Tyler completed a

full session of forest

schools. Considering

he’s a little scared of

the wind, he should be

so proud of himself for

getting out there and

having fun.

Overcoming Fears



Perserverance
The children in

Class 5 have

worked extremely

hard on some

Maths questions,

carrying on even

when they started

to find things

tricky. They should

be so proud of

themselves.



Maths Wizards - 
Fire Service Visits and
Certificates Galore!

Class 6 had a very special

treat, they went to visit

the local Fire Station on

Hollins Road. The boys

had a safety talk,

watched safety videos

and then had a tour of the

station. They also had a

chance to sit in the fire

engine and try on the

special helmets. We also

had a go at using the

hose. Thank you so much to the guys at Hollins Community Fire Station. We’ve also

seen some learning on sequencing and so many certificates for so many different

achievements.





What a performance and

what a turn out!!!  How

wonderful were our

children -  We are so

proud of all the hard

work that they have put

in to putting on an

amazing showcase.

Lots of singing, dancing

and instrument playing…. Who’s Cliff??? We would also like to

say a big thank you to all the families and friends who came to

show their support. We hope you enjoyed the Christmas

Showcase as much as we did.

Christmas Showcase
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